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The Town of Cumberland is located in central Indiana, immediately 

east of Indianapolis along the Historic National Road.  Cumberland 

is unique because it lies within two (2) counties and three (3) 

townships.  The Town’s population is close to an even split 

between Marion and Hancock Counties, creating a community on 

the edge.  The portion of Cumberland within Marion County is in 

Warren Township and falls under the auspices of the UniGov 

system, with the City of Indianapolis maintaining planning and 

zoning control.  The portion of the Town within Marion County 

maintains its original historic character and charm with a traditional 

street grid.  Cumberland struggles to maintain a separate identity 

from Indianapolis and in recent years has taken on major projects, 

like the US 40 Streetscape and construction of the Cumberland 

Pennsy Trail, to strengthen the Town’s identity.   

Old Town Cumberland is listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places and is protected by a historic conservation district through 

the Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission. The portion of 

Cumberland within Hancock County has a suburban, and in some 

locations a rural feel.  Most new residential development is within 

Buck Creek Township, though there has been some in Sugar Creek 

Township as well. 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Cumberland is a community rich in diversity.  The community can 

provide residents with an urban or suburban atmosphere, housing 

options that range from new development to structures that have 

been a part of the Town’s history for over one hundred years, or 

diversity in generations.  Cumberland residents represent all 

ethnicities in the US Census as represented in Table 2-2.  The 

majority of residents are either Caucasian (84%), African American 

(10%), Asian (1.7%), or Hispanic or Latino (1.4%). 

From a population standpoint, Cumberland and Hancock County 

saw a similar rate of population change as depicted in Table 2-1.  

During the period of 1990 to 2000 the Town experienced a 21% 

 

Population 

    

  
1990 2000 

Town of 
Cumberland 

 
4,557 5,500 

Hancock 
County 

 
45,527 55,391 

Marion County 
 

797,159 860,454 

Table 2-1 Population 
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increase in population.  The Town anticipates that the 2010 Census 

will show a similar increase in population.  Based on building permit 

data over the last ten years, it is projected that the population in 

2020 will range from 6,145 to 7,000.   

The majority of Cumberland’s population is over the age of 18, with 

over half of the Town’s population over the age of 25.  Cumberland 

residents have a high school graduation rate of approximately 88%.  

Further, the 28% of Town residents have a Bachelor’s degree or 

higher as depicted in Exhibit 2-3.  

Cumberland maintains a high rate of owner-occupied housing units 

according to the US Census (2000) of 66%, with only 27% of 

housing being rental units.  The Town also maintains a low vacancy 

rate of 7% (US Census 2000). 

It should be noted that this plan uses 2000 US Census Bureau as 

the 2010 Census data for local governments is not complete and in 

order to provide an accurate picture of the community data from the 

same Census year should be used. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The Town of 5,500 has easy access to major transportation 

networks via I-70 and I-465.  The IndyGo Bus System serves the 

Cumberland area, with its final stop at the Meijer on East 

Washington Street.  Hancock County has on-demand bus service 

available that will take riders to the Meijer bus stop.  Many of the 

Town’s residents commute out of the town to work daily. 

Cumberland has an average commute time of 22.7 minutes 

compared to the national average commute of 26 minutes or 15 

miles one-way.  Cumberland is fortunate to be close to two airports, 

The Indianapolis Regional Airport, formerly called Mt. Comfort 

Airport, and the Indianapolis International Airport.     

LOCAL ECONOMY 

The median income in Cumberland is $57,785, based on data 

provided during the 2000 Census.  This is almost 10% higher than 

 

76%

24%

Education
Population Over 25

High School graduate or higher

Bachelor's degree or higher

Exhibit 2-3 Education Attainment 

 

Ethnicity 
 

White 
 

4686 

Black/African 
American 

 
581 

American Indian/ 
Alaska Native 

 
12 

Asian 
 

97 

Native 
Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander 

 
2 

Some other Race 
 

41 

Two or More Races 
 

81 

Hispanic or Latino 
 

80 

 

Table 2-2 Ethnicity 
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the national average of $52,175.  Cumberland’s economy is 

composed of retail, service, light industrial and some limited 

agricultural uses.  Major employers in the Town are Meijer, Harlan 

Sprague, Schreiber Lumber, and Hutchison Signs.   

A large percentage of Cumberland residents commute outside of 

the town for work.  Primarily, these residents work in Indianapolis.   

TOWN HISTORY 

The Historic National Road has played a significant role in 

Cumberland’s history.  The Historic National Road was the first 

federally funded highway in the nation.  The original stretch of road 

starts in Cumberland, Maryland, which is where Cumberland, 

Indiana, gets its name, and stretches east to Vandalia, Illinois.  

Later, other pikes, or connectors, were built to extend the road to 

the north and west.  In the 1920’s federal roads were renamed with 

numbers and the National Road became US 40.  The National 

Road became the major corridor for moving goods and people.   

The Indiana portion of the National Road was constructed between 

1829 and 1834.  In 1848 Congress turned over maintenance and 

construction of the road to the states.  Indiana couldn’t afford to 

maintain the road and transferred it to private companies like the 

Central Plank Road Company, who maintained the road in 

Hancock, Marion, Hendricks, and Putnam Counties.  The transfer 

to private companies brought tolls to the road.  At one time there 

was a toll booth at German Church Road and the National Road.  

Under the Central Plank Road Company oak planks were laid 

down.  

Cumberland was incorporated in 1831.  Cumberland was the last 

stopover for travelers moving west to Indianapolis.  As 

transportation advancements changed the nation, Cumberland 

prospered.  The railroad passed through Cumberland just south of 

the National Road, increasing the ability to ship goods and 

passengers to travel to the “City”.  The interurban and automobiles 

similarly brought travelers through Cumberland. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/groupphotos/photos/album/584475085/pic/751126630/view?picmode=&mode=tn&order=ordinal&start=41&count=20&dir=asc


 

8 
Town of Cumberland Comprehensive Plan 

Cumberland Comprehensive Plan 

Chapter 2:  Community Profile   

The construction of Interstate 70 in the 1960’s made it even easier 

for automobiles to travel across the Country; unfortunately the 

interstate carried many travelers that previously would have 

traveled the National Road.  Similar to the fate of other 

communities along the National Road, the Town experienced 

decline. 

In addition to losing its identity to the interstate, Cumberland was 

absorbed by the City of Indianapolis as part of UniGov in the 1970.  

UniGov is a legislative requirement for combined services to 

increase efficiency in service provision by the Cities and Towns in 

Marion County.  There are a handful of excluded cities, but 

Cumberland is not one of them.  The biggest impact of UniGov has 

been the loss of planning and zoning control of the Town within 

Marion County.  This limited control has placed the Town’s destiny 

within the hands of individuals who are less familiar with the Town 

of Cumberland and its policies.  Urban sprawl continues to threaten 

small towns like Cumberland.  In 1999, Cumberland was listed on 

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana (now Indiana 

Landmarks) “10 Most Endangered List”, a listing generated 

annually highlighting culturally and historically significant structures 

that are in danger of demolition or elimination in some other way.  

Over the last 11 years, Cumberland leaders have taken steps to 

reinvest in the Town, including working with the Indiana Department 

of Transportation (INDOT) on improving Washington Street 

(Historic National Road) including a new streetscape.  During this 

time most of the goals and objectives in the 2000 Comprehensive 

Plan have been completed or are in the process of being 

completed.  In 2009, the Town adopted a new logo promoting the 

Town’s Historic National Road.  As the Town closes in on its 

bicentennial in 2031, this plan is foundation based on this history 

and continuing point for the future ahead.  

This section on Town History is a small glance at what many call 

Cumberland’s “identity crisis”.  The Town controls only a portion of 

its identity currently, with other government jurisdictions holding the 
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power to control the types of growth and development in 

Cumberland. Cumberland’s challenges are highlighted in this 

chapter through its history and current conditions but the plan, in 

later chapters, establishes an identity for Cumberland separate 

from the three townships and two counties it falls within.   

SCHOOLS 

Cumberland falls within three (3) townships, thus it has three (3) 

school districts servicing the area.  Students living in Warren 

Township (Marion County) attend the MSD of Warren Township.  

Students living in Buck Creek Township (Hancock County) attend 

Mt. Vernon Community School District and students living in Sugar 

Creek Township (Hancock County) attend Community School 

Corporation of Southern Hancock County.   

School enrollment follows similar patterns as the housing market.  

The districts experience increased enrollment when the housing 

market is booming and see decline when the market is down and 

unemployment increases.  The MSD of Warren Township saw an 

enrollment high in 2007 with 11,700 students.  As of September 16, 

2011 their enrollment was 11,412 compared to the same period in 

2000 when it was only 10,475.  The Mt. Vernon Community School 

District has experienced similar trends with an enrollment of 3,541 

in 2011 compared to 2,862 in 2002.  They reached a high 

enrollment of 3,637 in 2009.   

The State of Indiana changed how schools are funded by reducing 

some of the reliance on property tax.  Most school districts in the 

state have experienced budget shortfalls due to this.  As a result, 

some school districts have had to close schools and/or eliminate 

staff to balance their budgets.   

OPEN SPACE & RECREATION 

Cumberland residents enjoy many different recreational 

opportunities within the Parks and Recreation system.  The Town 

has four (4) public parks providing various recreation options 
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ranging from hiking/biking trails to athletic fields, picnic shelters, 

and playgrounds.  The three (3) mile stretch of the Pennsy Trail 

opened in 2010 and has become a huge community asset. The 

Cumberland Pennsy Trail stretches from German Church Road in 

Marion County to Mt. Comfort Road in Hancock County.  It will 

eventually connect to the Greenfield and Indianapolis trail systems 

as well.  The Pennsy Trail is part of the National Road Heritage 

Trail, which follows the Pennsy and Vandalia Trails through 

Indiana.  There are future plans to construct a multi-use trail along 

Buck Creek. 

The Town’s largest park is Lions Park.  It is centrally located for 

most subdivisions in town.  The park boasts a baseball diamond, 

playground, and two picnic shelters that may be rented.   

National Road Park is located on the Historic National Road across 

the street from the town hall.  The intermediate size park has a 

gazebo, picnic shelter, and basketball court.  The Parks Advisory 

Council hosts its annual Spot Shot at the park as well. 

Honors Park is a neighborhood park located at the corner of Saturn 

and Munsie Streets in downtown Cumberland.  It contains a small 

playground and a monument honoring citizens of Cumberland who 

have dedicated themselves to serving the community. 

As part of the new streetscape along E. Washington St. South 

Wayburn St. was closed off and a pocket park was created where 

there are benches and interpretive signs explaining the Town’s 

Historic National Road history. 

Cumberland has an active Farmers Market during the months of 

May through October.  This Saturday morning event provides fresh 

produce and homemade goods.  Community events are an 

important part of a community.  The market is also expanding to a 

Tuesday evening market. The Cumberland Arts Goes to Market 

event is held in August annually.  This event is sponsored by the 

Cumberland First Baptist Church in conjunction with the Farmers 

Market.   

 

 

 


